AMOUR.

set wives against their husbands and husbands against
their wives, and caused ,many of the citizens to
abandon their trades and their families, and even their
bodies, in disgust. For he plays not so much upon
his pipe as upon every man's heart, telling each one
of something far better than he has got, and inflaming
him with the fire of discontent and a raging thirst for
pictures in the sky, so that he utterly despises his lot
and everything about him. And as I said, some, out
of extreme abomination, and a kind of ecstasy, have
already abandoned the body of their own accord; and
beyond a doubt, if he remained alive, gradually all
thy subjects would follow their example, till none
were left at all. But by this time, he will have paid
the penalty of his crimes, and answered for them with
* his life.

And instantly, I started from my seat. And I
shouted: Run! ran! Away! fly! pursue this
criminal, and save him, and bring him here, alive and
uninjured, or thy own life shall be the forfeit. And
as I spoke, I looked, and lo I my wife was standing,
gazing at me, pale as snow, with terror in her eyes.
And she stretched out both hands towards me, mur-
muring: See him not, see him not. And I said
quickly: O fearful one, of what art thou afraid ? And
as I did so, the chamberlain disappeared, like'an
arrow shot out of a bow: and immediately I heard
a tumult in the palace, and the galloping of horses